
Dear 2017 JIRPers,  

 

My name is Annie Boucher, and I am organizing the blogging efforts on the Icefield this summer. I got involved 

with the blog because I’m deeply interested in how scientists effectively discuss their findings and experiences 

with other people. I have worked with JIRP in various roles since 2012, and I’m excited to experiment this 

summer with how we can best use the blog. 

 

We will talk about and practice effective science communication with a team of faculty this summer. Much of 

that practice will be published on the blog; we will use it as a platform to tell the story of the expedition. People- 

our peers, our families, academic colleagues, JIRP alumni, and prospective students- read blog entries to learn 

more about the research we’re doing and what it’s like to be a science student in this day and age. We will post 

on both topics as we traverse the icefield, telling the story of the who, what, when, where, why, and how of 

earth and climate science research on the Juneau Icefield in 2017. We will divide blog entries into two 

categories: those that explore our science research and academic learning, and those that describe the 

experience of traversing the Icefield as a member of an expedition.  

 

To get a feel for how this is all going to work, check out the JIRP blog from last year (juneauicefield.com/blog)!  

There are great entries about everything from hiking up to the icefield, collecting biogeochemistry data, and 

watching the northern lights, to heading home and presenting at conferences. It’s a great way to acquaint 

yourself both with what the summer may have in store, and how the blog has functioned in previous seasons.  

 

In particular, the following blog entries are great examples of descriptive, reflective, and informative blogging 

from last summer: 

 

Expedition Dynamics Entries 

• “Cooking and Teamwork” (Olivia Truax) 

• “Storytelling In JIRP” (Victor Cabrera) 

• “Communication and Toads” (Riley Wall) 

 

Science/Research Entries 

• “Snake Linda: The Field Science of Drone Photogrammetry” (Kenzie McAdams) 

• “Introduction to Isotope Geochemistry Video Blog” (The Isotope Geochem team) 

• “Earth’s Heat Budget: How Lakes and Glaciers Are Connected” (Kellie Schaefer) 

• “Taku Glacier: Anomaly of the Juneau Icefield” (Kate Bollen) 

 

The last thing to do for now is to tell you family, friends, colleagues, and supporters to check out the blog. It’s a 

great way for them to follow along with what we’re doing all summer and to try to catch a photo of you in 

action.  

 

I you have any questions about what we’re doing with the blog, feel free to email me at 

annie.l.boucher@gmail.com. I’m looking forward to meeting you all in Juneau in a few weeks! 

 

 

Best wishes,  

Annie  

http://www.juneauicefield.com/blog
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